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Have a great spring break.
The next Herald is March 19.
Breaking news and sports
coverage over the break at

WKUHERALD.COM
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MEN'S BASKETBALL | SPORTS

VIDEO AND PHOTOS FROM BATTLE OF THE
GREEKS ONLINE AT WKUHERALD.COM

6:45 p.m. Saturday
wkuherald.com

Cuts could
be less than
2 percent
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Western administrators will likely know the extent of state budget cuts for higher education after
spring break.
Kentucky’s House of Representatives hopes to
pass a budget by the end of next week, said Brian
Wilkerson, communications director for House Speaker Greg Stumbo, D-Prestonburg.
The budget will include cuts to
higher education, but the House
budget committee is still working
out how much those cuts will be, State
Wilkerson said.
“It’s still up in the air,” he said. budget
Legislators are trying to keep
higher education cuts below the 2 percent that they
originally planned, Wilkerson said.
Each percentage cut from higher education
means a drop of $10 million per year for Kentucky’s public university system, Wilkerson said.

$
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Morganfield senior Kaci Danhauer meets with Henderson junior Shane Satterfield as a Peer Intrusive Advisor in the Downing University Center Academic Advising and Retention Center. Danhauer works there 20 hours a week meeting with students and checking on
their progress in classes.

SEE CUTS, PAGE 3

Peer to peer
Program puts students in advising role
By SHAKIA HARRIS | news@chherald.com

Study: America
sees colleges
as businesses
Ransdell says Western
focuses on students
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

W

hen Mansfield senior
Kaci Danhauer became a
peer interest adviser three
years ago, she had no idea the impact she could have on hundreds of
lives.
Danhauer is one of 11 peer interest advisers for the Best Expectation Programs. She helps students
who are on academic probation or
who have received low ACT scores,
said Jessica Staten, assistant director of the Academic Advising and
Retention Center.

“A lot of students blame their bad grades on
work, but I work too,” Danhauer said. “I wanted
to show students you can be involved in campus
activities, work and maintain a good GPA.”
Apart from working 20 hours per week, Danhauer is a member of Kappa Delta sorority and a
full-time student with a 3.66 overall grade point
average.
BEP focuses on student achievement and is
available for freshmen through seniors. Each adviser has monthly meetings with between 70 and
100 students, Staten said.
Danhauer said the first and second appointments with students are used to identify any red
flags within their schedule and set realistic goals.
The third appointment is geared more toward
preparing for finals week and showing students
how and when to study, she said.
SEE PROGRAM, PAGE 2

Americans are reportedly losing confidence
in the way colleges are managed, but some
Western administrators and students say they
don’t think that’s happening here.
A recent national survey found an increasing number of people believe colleges are more
concerned with their financial well-being than
the educational quality of students, the Chronicle of Higher Education reported.
The survey, released in February, was conducted by the National Center for Public Policy
and Higher Education and Public Agenda, a
nonprofit policy-research organization.
About 60 percent of people who responded
to the survey said they think colleges are run
like a business and care more about the bottom
line, rather than the educational experience of
students, according to the article.
That number has increased from the 52 percent of people who said they felt that way in
2007, according to the article.
SEE STUDY, PAGE 3

Students prepare for spring break
By ANGELA OLIVER

Black easels in the lobby of the tanning
salon boast neon spring break advertisements and half-off sunscreen. At N-Style
Hair & Tanning Salon, the full-service salon
on campus, the energy was the same.
“Sales increase this time of year,” said
Robin Owen, the owner of N-Style. “People come to tan, of course, and they come
back after the break to keep their color. But
they also come to get haircuts and try new
looks.”
After six weeks of classes, meetings and
tests, many Western students, like Almes,
are itching to escape. The sun is out, the
sky is clear, and though local temperatures
are barely creeping beyond 50 degrees, for
many, that means party time.
For others, including Louisville junior
L’Oreal Carthan, the week-long vacation is
a chance to serve. She and about 20 others
will go to Charleston, S.C., for volunteer
work.

diversions@chherald.com

Claire Almes cannot wait. The Princeton
senior said her trip to Panama City Beach
will be one of the highlights of her last year
on the Hill.
“I’m gonna lounge on the beach as much
as possible with a drink in my hand,” she
said smiling.
But Almes said she first had to prepare.
“I think it was everyone’s plan to get
a little darker and more fit before spring
break,” she said. “Working out has been hit
or miss, but tanning I can stick with.”
Whether by cramming extra crunches
into their exercise routines, going easy on
the bread and chocolate or soaking up the
rays from tanning beds, many students excitedly prepare for spring break and get
their bodies swimsuit-ready.
Almes sat in Express Tan Thursday awaiting her last tan before hitting the beach. She
has gone once a week for the last month.
SEE BREAK, PAGE 3
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Morganfield freshman Morgan Utley gets her 15-minute tanning session in just before
spring break at N-Style Hair & Tanning Salon on campus.
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ A ﬁre alarm was activated on March 4 on the 14th
ﬂoor of Pearce-Ford Tower. No smoke or ﬁre was
found.
■ Albert Dias, PFT, reported on March 3 that his cell
phone was stolen from his room. The value of the
theft was $400.
■ Bernadette Mullen, an office associate in the
communication disorders department, reported on
March 2 that a Dell laptop computer was stolen from
Room 115 in Tate Page Hall. The value of the theft
was $324.
■ Zorayr Karapetyan, Bowling Green, reported on
March 1 that his wallet was stolen from his book bag
in the men’s locker room at the Preston Center on
Feb. 25.
■ Charles Harrison, an employee in Facilities Management, reported on March 1 that three light poles
were torn down from their bases in the rear courtyard of Colonial Court. The value of the damage was
$960.

Arrests

■ James Ryan Panchisin, PFT, was arrested on March
4 and charged with being under the inﬂuence of a
controlled substance and being a danger to himself and
others. He was released the same day on a court order.
■ Christopher Paladino was arrested on March 2 and
charged with careless driving, child restraint violation and operating on a suspended license. He was
released the same day on a $386.35 cash bond.
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PROGRAM
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Danhauer said she tells students to check their e-mail accounts daily, attend class and
start studying now.
They’ll set themselves up for
failure if they put things off to
the last minute, she said.
This spring, there are 986
students registered in BEP, 20
of whom are already in good
standing and registered themselves in the program voluntarily, Staten said.
“I had a student who was in
the program for three semesters,
and we finally got him back to
good standing,” Danhauer said.
“He came back last semester,
and he just had a new attitude.
Now when I see him, he always
thanks me, and he’s just very
appreciative of our help.”
Bowling Green senior Alicia Reece advises freshmen and
hosts orientation meetings for
new students.
She said advisers take
many things into account, including work and study habits, classroom attendance and

Spring Break
Intersession Parking
Observed March 8 - 12

All Student Lots Become
All Permit Lots
Faculty Lots will be enforced.

fifth-week assessments for
freshmen.
At the end of the semester,
the peer advisers are always
anxious to see how many students met their academic goals,
Danhauer said.
“We want to know how helpful we were to our peers,” she
said.
Out of the 435 students registered in the program last semester, 64 percent maintained
at least a 2.0 GPA, Staten
said.
“That’s a good thing for us
to see students succeed,” Danhauer said. “That’s what makes
the job worthwhile.”
BEP students who are on
academic probation must also
complete six study hours per
week, participate in two workshops from the Academic Advantage Series and develop a
plan to get off academic probation, Staten said.
“Just because a student is
in this program — it doesn’t
mean they can’t do the work,”
Reece said. “They’re more
than capable — they just need
that little push to get them
there.”

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

SPRING BREAK
Q&A
Q: Are parking meters
enforced during
Spring Break?
A: Yes, they are.
However Housing &
Commuter lots become
All Permit Zones
March 8 - 12

Details at www.wku.edu/transportation

Details at www.wku.edu/transportation

Parking & Transportation Services

Parking & Transportation Services

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER OR
OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Printed in USA. 21050004(43)-01/10-GRD

*While your insurance company may reimburse for GARDASIL,
your eligibility for coverage and reimbursement for GARDASIL
depends on your individual insurance beneﬁt. You can contact
your insurance company for details on coverage for GARDASIL.
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President Gary Ransdell
said he has never had to address concerns about Western
looking after its own finances
more than its students.
“Nor do I buy that for one
second,” he said.
Ransdell said there may
be some colleges that are
run like a business, but it
would be hard to find many,
because colleges have to operate efficiently since it’s a
competitive market.
He said he thinks Western is “the ultimate in efficiency,” since the university
grew 1,000 students amid
budget cuts.

BREAK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The Leadership Office offers the alternative
spring break trip each year.
This year, their service will
include a lake clean-up, tutoring and the Cinderella
Project, a program for girls

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Ransdell said the proof
that Western is not run like a
business can be found in the
campus community.
“Look at the quality of
life on our campus,” he
said. “We have facilities and
faculty that deliver on our
promise.”
And some Western students say they don’t think
the university is run like a
business.
Florence
freshman
Amanda Piotrowski said
she hasn’t seen a business
aspect of Western.
“I feel like I get an education here and they’re not just
making money,” she said.
Crestwood freshman Tim
Lane said he thinks it would
vary as to how a college is

run, depending on who’s in
charge and what the leader’s
priorities are.
Lane said he believes
Ransdell has a good vision
for Western and cares about
improving the campus for
the sake of the students.
Owensboro sophomore
Will Blanford also thinks
that Western is concerned
with its student life.
“I think Western does a
pretty good job compared
with other schools,” he
said.
Florence sophomore Rachel Soto said she definitely
thinks Western is concerned
about students’ education.
“I really feel like the
teachers care and want to get
to know you,” she said.

who can’t afford prom
dresses.
Carthan, who volunteered in Savannah, Ga.
last year, said she chose
the alternative option because she already had her
fun at Mardi Gras 2010.
She said she is preparing
for the long drive and the
volunteer work by having

an open mind and staying
flexible, because the service projects could change.
But she said she enjoys the
projects and networking.
“I’ve met so many
people that I never would
have,” she said. “Plus all
my friends are going, so
we’re having fun — but
we’re doing something.”

CUTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

House leaders hope to keep higher
education cuts within $15 million to $20
million per year, he said.
Western’s share of any cuts won’t be
known until a final budget is passed and
more specific details are developed, he
said.
Budget cuts this year mean it’s the
fourth fiscal year in a row that higher education has seen cuts, according to information gathered by Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration.
For the past fiscal year, the cuts
amounted to 2.9 percent, not including the $5.4 million reduction that was
replaced with federal stimulus money,
Mead said.
House leaders met last Friday with
Kentucky’s state universities’ presidents,
including President Gary Ransdell.
At the meeting, legislators told university presidents about their budget
plans and asked universities to be more
accountable for their spending, Wilkerson said.
“It was a positive meeting,” he said.
Ransdell said in an e-mailed state-
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ment that his conversation with
House leaders was encouraging, in
that they’re trying to minimize cuts to
higher education.
He said there’s an important give and
take relationship between universities
and the General Assembly.
“We must continue to demonstrate
growth, retention and degree productivity and give them reasons to help us,”
Ransdell said.
House Democrats met outside of the
legislative session earlier this week to
discuss the budget committee’s plan to
save money, Wilkerson said.
Once the committee finalizes the
budget, it will go up for vote in the full
House, he said.

HB 374
On Wednesday, the House unanimously passed a bill that would allow
faculty below the rank of assistant professor to vote in faculty regent elections,
according to the legislature’s Web site.
Western faculty and administrators
had worked to change the law since
2008 after they discovered that faculty
at the instructor level weren’t eligible to
vote.

Get
paid
to earn
an
MBA.
Introducing Louisville’s new 13-month Full-Time MBA Program,
which includes an 11-month paid internship. Apply now for fall
2010. Call us at 502-852-7257 or
e-mail us at mba@louisville.edu.

Fully accredited in business and accounting by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. The University of Louisville is an equal opportunity institution.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Home sweet home
New dorm room selection process lets students have control of living arrangements
THE ISSUE: Housing and Residence
Life started a new process for room assignments this semester that allows students
to choose their dorm room and roommate
without the middleman of HRL.
OUR VIEW: The new selection process for assigning rooms in dorms has
run smoothly so far. HRL successfully
removed the bureaucratic system of room
assignments, and students seem to like the
process.
Back in the day — mostly during the
settlement days of the Old West era in the
United States — a “squatter” was a person living on someone else’s land who
deserved to be put in jail.
“Squatting” has a whole new meaning

on campus. HRL uses the term to reference a student who wants to keep living
in the same room in the same dorm for the
following year.
The system works through TopNet and
has been successful so far in allowing
students to choose where they’ll live on
campus the following year.
It lets students view rooms available in
every dorm and to “jump” into a room.
Once someone has jumped into a room,
they can pull another person into the room
with them by entering a code.
Students can view their roommate assignments immediately — much better than
the suspenseful wait to see where they’ll
live and with whom.

The process allows students to work
with their friends to set up rooms close to
each other.
Unfortunately, networking around a
specific group of people doesn’t encourage students to meet new people and
could take away from the on-campus experience HRL promotes.
But this program is still a good move
because it allows students to have more
control of their living arrangements. A
bad experience in the dorm can make a
student’s semester miserable.
Some students may not have a roommate in mind and will have to jump into
a room without knowing their future. This
is almost the same as the housing policy

before, only the students will at least have
control over what room they have.
Some students who jump into rooms
don’t pull someone in quickly enough and
discover they already have a roommate.
If either of those two situations happen, Western should utilize Lifetopia —
a Web site that allows viewers to read a
brief synopsis of their roommate and discover the person’s interests.
So thank you, HRL, for finally simplifying the room assignment process and
making “squatting” into a positive thing.
This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

Herald should learn lesson
Newspapers do lots of things well. They reporter did wrong. “Created information” is
inform, they expose, and they’re good for giv- the way the note put it; this is a bit like calling
ing your windows a streak-free shine. But one torture an “enhanced interrogation technique.”
thing they generally fail at is coming clean when What she did was to write an absolute fiction,
they’ve made a mistake — and the Herald re- plain and simple.
cently made one of the biggest imaginable.
Does “Bowling Green resident Chelsea
Last Friday, the Herald ran a
Daly” even exist? If she’s really a
story (and I use that term intention2007 graduate, she’d show up in
ally) about Spencer’s Coffeehouse,
alumni records; she doesn’t. What
which I own and operate. Herald
about “Leah Sommers,” who the
photographer Chris Fryer had visHerald admits doesn’t work at the
ited the day prior, and was profespolice department as the article
sional, courteous and asked good
says? I’ve got a free latte for anyquestions. However, I never heard
one who can prove these people
from a reporter.
exist. And the article’s claim that I
The next day, my staff greeted
“couldn’t be reached for comment”
me with jokes about our new emis simply false.
ployee, “Chelsea.” Quoted in the R. JUSTIN SHEPHERD
It would’ve been easier for the
story, she supposedly worked for Owner, Spencer's
reporter to stroll down the hill and
me for three years; it was news Coffeehouse
talk to actual people. But almost as
to me! And as I read the story
bad is that the Herald spent so much
closely, I knew that this was no
effort in crafting a long note about
“error,” but an absolute fabrication. Every “factual errors,” when they could’ve written a
quote in the story sounds like dialogue from three-sentence correction that read: “Spencer’s
a made-for-TV movie, and the names of the Coffeehouse, as referenced in our front-page
story’s supposed “regular customers” are story, does exist. The people in the story did not.
foreign to me and my staff. How the story Sorry for the inconvenience.”
didn’t raise red flags among the Herald’s ediBut there is a bright side. For one, this could
tors is beyond me.
push the Herald’s student journalists to take the
“But,” you may ask, “why complain? It was weight of their responsibility a little more seria positive story!” It was, and I’m glad the Herald ously. And the reporter may now be able to adsaw fit to do an article on our shop. But as a Her- mit her true calling, and switch departments to
ald alum and recovering professional journalist, major in English with an emphasis in creative
I feel obliged to object. The reporter has been writing.
sacked, which is a start, but anyone reading the
“From the Editor” apology in Tuesday’s Herald
This commentary does not represent the
would be hard-pressed to say exactly what the views of the Herald or the university.

T &
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BOTTOMS to teachers
assigning homework
over the break — isn’t
the point of a break to
not have homework?

OTTOMS

TOPS to spring break
finally getting here.

TOPS to postseason
basketball.

BOTTOMS to Western’s
Best Dance Crew being
canceled.
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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“It might amp them up,”
Slaughter said. “But we’ve
got to expect that from everybody. Everybody wants
to win. Everybody wants to
go the NCAA tournament.”
The last time New Orleans and Western met, on
Jan. 30, the Toppers broke
a five-game losing streak by
beating the Privateers 7656. New Orleans has won
only one game since then
and heads into the Sun Belt
Tournament with the No. 13
seed.
But the Privateers have
some hope left in senior
guard Billy Humphrey,
who has re-injured his
knee twice this season and
played in only 14 games.
New Orleans Coach Joe
Pasternack said they’ll
decide before the game
on Saturday if Humphrey
— the Privateers’ leading
scorer — will play.
If Humphrey can’t play,
Pasternack said he’s not expecting any sympathy.
“When the ball goes up,
nobody’s going to feel sorry
for us,” Pasternack said.
“We know that.”
McDonald said it’s hard
not to feel for the Privateers
while still competing with
them.
“It’s disappointing for
those players, who obviously signed up for one thing,
and they end their career
another way,” McDonald
said. “Your heart goes out
to them. You understand
that they’re going through a
tough time, and you hope all
their situations work out.”
McDonald said that some
New Orleans players may
transfer to another Division
I school. Others won’t be so
lucky, but they should still
have a scholarship and continue to play at the Division
III level.
Before that happens, the
Privateers will have at least
one more battle of wills
at 6:45 p.m. Saturday — a
level where Pasternack said
all things between New
Orleans and Western are
equal.
“We want it as bad as everyone else — to get to the
NCAA tournament,” Pasternack said.

“I’m curious to see if there’s any surprises, offensively or defensively, that we
pick up on, but at this point in the season,
most teams know each other in the league
pretty well,” Cowles said.
Four of the five starters from the 20072008 championship team return this season in Brown, McNear, senior guard Kenzie Rich and senior forward Dominique
Duck.
Cowles said that this year’s team has
flown much further under the radar than
that squad, which is not necessarily something that pleases her.

RESILIENT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Voters tabbed the 2008-2009 Toppers as
a preseason third-place squad — and that
was just in the Sun Belt’s East Division.
But Western fought back. The Toppers won
the Sun Belt tournament championship.
This weekend, they’ll try to defend it.
“Last year, we faced adversity too. We’ve
been in this situation before,” Kerusch said.
“The seasoned guys … know how this feels,
and we’re just going to come out and do
what it takes to bring another one home.
“We’re the previous Sun Belt champs,
and that’s the whole attitude all the way
through.”

BIG EAT TINY PRICE MENU
ITEMS STARTING AT BA?L(

$5 Stuﬀed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
J84668CG
2631
Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
5<:E875H6>F
c\mmT[hg!Vb`

Western’s road to a third straight conference championship — at least for a No.
4 seed, which has never won the tournament — is relatively easy. The Toppers
are a combined 9-1 against teams on their
side of the bracket, with the sole loss to
No. 1 seed Troy on Jan. 21.
Knowing that, McDonald said anything less than a championship will be a
letdown, and the Toppers have plenty of
basketball tradition telling them that.
“There’s motivation all the time,” McDonald said. “I think the biggest one is,
once again, expectations of the program.
We have expectations of going to the
NCAA tournament, and I’d be lying to
you to say we wouldn’t be disappointed if
we don’t go in with that kind of attitude.”

For Rent

5

Help Want ed

Misc.

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or
claim. Please use caution when answering
ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information The
College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid
classified ads.
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But whether they have a target on their
backs or not, the Lady Toppers are heading
to Hot Springs with a chance.
“I like the team that we’re packing up
with and taking,” Cowles said. “This is the
type of year where we hope we can turn the
corner and be playing our best basketball,
and I feel like that’s what we’re doing.”
Brown said tournament time is simply a
do-or-die situation — and she’d “rather do
than die” in the Lady Toppers' quarterfinal
game at 2:30 p.m. Sunday.
“This whole season, one of our main
goals was to do better than we did last year,
and I feel like we accomplished that a long
time ago,” Brown said. “To get the bye —
that was great. Way better than last year,
and it’s all smiles from here on out.”

Carryout • Delivery

1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898
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3-Game Series
Friday. Saturday. Sunday.

Dear Western,
We won’t be having
a paper on Tuesday,
March 16, but look
for us Friday, March
19, with our Special
Tournament Times
Section.
Have a safe spring
break!
Sincerely,
The Herald

vs.
WKU Student Discount
Not Valid With Any
Other Offer

4903 Scottsville Rd
Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270)901-0221
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BASEBALL

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Davis
grateful
to be back
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

A year ago, redshirt sophomore pitcher Rye Davis lost vision in his right eye.
Davis sat out last season after being hit in the face with a ball traveling
110 mph. He broke several bones in his
face and underwent multiple surgeries,
all aimed at returning him to the mound
this year. Even with his return, his vision
isn't completely back.
“It hurt pretty good,” Davis said. “It
was rough going through all the surgeries last year.”
Western managed to make the 2009
Oxford Regional final in the NCAA
tournament without Davis, leaving him
out of the postseason.
“Watching all the games hurt last year
because we had a great year, and I felt I
could have helped,” Davis said.
Davis had a 4.59 ERA in 2008 and
posted three wins while leading the team
in saves with four.
He was in line to be the Toppers’ No.
1 closer before his injury. After redshirting last year, he has five relief appearances in 2010.
“Not being able to see out of an eye to
where he is now is just amazing,” Head
Coach Chris Finwood said.
Davis has improved statistically on
his freshman season, as he hasn’t given
up a run in 6.1 innings of relief work. He
leads the team with two saves early on.
Finwood said he’s impressed with
Davis so far this season, noting everything the pitcher fought to get back to
the field.
“He’s just an amazing kid to overpower everything he went through,” Finwood said. “Obviously he is throwing
the ball better than he has ever thrown it,
so I think he’s past it all.”
With Davis back on the team, the
bullpen has only allowed one run after
the sixth inning in their first eight games
of the year. Finwood attributed much of
that success to Davis’ return.
“Any time you have an arm like that
in the bullpen, it is just great and everyone out there has benefited from him,”
Finwood said.
Freshman pitcher Andrew Keltner said they call the 6-foot-5-inches,
250-pound Davis “Big Country.” Davis
is from Pig, Ky., which has a population
of 323.
Keltner said Davis is the best in the
bullpen at motivating the rest of the
pitching staff.
“He always wants to throw, even
when he can’t pitch,” Keltner said. “That
makes us all want to be better.”
Davis said he’s very grateful for his
“second chance,” as he is back as a closer this season.
“Me getting hurt last year and coming back made me a stronger person,”
Davis said. “Coming back this year was
a gift from God.”
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Head Coach Ken McDonald works with his team during their practice in an auxiliary gym at Diddle Arena Wednesday afternoon. The Toppers
are preparing to take on the University of New Orleans during the first round of the Sun Belt Conference Tournament in Hot Springs, Ark.,
Saturday.

Hope springs
Resilient Toppers look to three-peat at Sun Belt tournament
By JONATHAN LINTNER

spurt where we weren’t playing well. We
can’t take that back, but we can sure as
heck go forward and keep this thing going.”
Western (19-12, 12-6 Sun Belt) is on a
six-game winning streak and earned a No. 4
seed in the Sun Belt tournament after blowing out Florida International last Saturday.
The Toppers wanted the No. 3 seed,
which would have guaranteed a firstround bye in the Sun Belt tournament.
Senior guard A.J. Slaughter wanted to
add to his preseason accolades and win
Sun Belt Player of the Year. And senior
forward Jeremy Evans just wanted to be

sports@chherald.com

They were knocked on their heels
with four losses before the New Year,
kicked while they were down during a
five-game losing streak, snubbed when
Sun Belt Conference awards were released this week.
And now the Toppers are back in a familiar spot — entering the Sun Belt Conference Tournament with a chip on their
collective shoulder.
“We’re making up for lost time,” Head
Coach Ken McDonald said. “We had a

included on the All-Conference Team.
Western didn’t get any of that, and
with four games separating them from
the NCAA tournament, Slaughter said
the Toppers are out to prove their worth.
“A lot of people were doubting us
when we went on that rough road stretch,
but we picked it back up and showed what
we were capable of,” Slaughter said.
In only one season in a Western uniform, junior forward Sergio Kerusch
knows about the chip-on-the-shoulder
mentality.
SEE RESILIENT, PAGE 5

Western could get New Orleans' best, last shot
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Western has a foursome of seniors fighting to keep their NCAA tournament dreams
alive in this weekend’s Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
But New Orleans might as well have a
team of only seniors.
The university announced last December that all athletics would move from
Division I to Division III in July, meaning there is no next year for team’s NCAA

tournament dreams.
Because of that, Western Head Coach
Ken McDonald said the Toppers are ready
for the Privateers’ absolute best shot.
“As a team, we’ll talk about it this week,”
McDonald said. “You know, ‘Put yourself
in their shoes. How would you play?’”
Senior guard A.J. Slaughter said the Toppers understand New Orleans’ situation, but
in his last season at Western, he’s ready to
play for the same reasons.
SEE SHOT, PAGE 5

6:45 p.m. Saturday
live coverage on
wkuherald.com

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Confident Lady Tops heading to Hot Springs 'all smiles'
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/HERALD

Junior guard Amy McNear defends South Alabama guard Shakira Nettles during their game
Feb. 17. Western won 67-61.
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The Lady Toppers have experienced the
highs and the lows of the Sun Belt tournament.
Two years ago brought a title, while last
season ended with a loss to Louisiana-Monroe in a first-round game in Diddle Arena —
before the Lady Toppers could even make it
to Hot Springs, Ark.
But Western (20-9, 14-4 Sun Belt Conference) is hoping a first-round bye and a
rejuvenated attitude are a good start towards
another high this season.
“Last year was a big disappointment for
us,” junior guard Amy McNear said. “We
lost at home. We lost in the play-in game.
We didn’t really get to the first round in
Hot Springs. I think going down there has
lifted our confidence and given us that extra
spark.”
The No. 3-seeded Lady Toppers jump
straight to the Sunday quarterfinals of the

tournament, where they are 22-2 all-time.
The bye means that the team will have a
chance to relax on Saturday and scout potential opponents. Western then meets the winner
of the first-round game between No. 6 South
Alabama and No. 11 Louisiana-Lafayette.
The Lady Toppers split their two games
with South Alabama this season and beat
Lafayette 74-52 at home.
But senior forward Arnika Brown said
that success doesn’t mean anything now.
“It’s tournament time — anybody could
get knocked off,” Brown said. “That’s just
how it is during tournament time. I just want
to know who we’re playing, prepare for that
game and go on.”
Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles said
the Lady Toppers will practice in preparation
for both opponents until they arrive in Hot
Springs and will then have more detailed sessions Saturday night when they know who
they’re facing.
SEE SMILES, PAGE 5
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